
 
Message from the Principal……. 
 

Kia ora te whānau 
 

St. Pope John Paul II talked about Catholic education as being ‘above all a 
question of communicating Christ, of helping to form Christ in the lives of 
others’. Last week the teachers of Marist Catholic School joined those from all 
other Catholic schools in Auckland for the annual Dedication Mass at Christ 
the King Church in Owairaka. During this mass our teachers were also 
acknowledged for completing their university religious studies papers in 2019.  They are currently busy completing 
assignments for this year's papers.  At the Dedication Mass we expressed our commitment to Catholic education, 
our dedication to the holistic education of our students, including their spiritual, intellectual, moral, emotional, 
physical and social development, and to educational excellence. It was a very special occasion and one that made 
us all proud to be part of the Catholic education system, and inspired to look further for ways of communicating 
Christ to others.  

 

As we move towards the seventh week of the term, we ask for your prayers for those who are not well in our 
school community. Our wonderful Caring Committee is always available to help and we thank you for your 
generosity and thoughtfulness –you are definitely communicating Christ to others! We also keep in our prayers 
those children who are preparing for the Sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist at the moment. 
 

God Bless 
Sarah Gleeson 

 

Ash Wednesday: 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. On Ash 
Wednesday we are blessed with ashes to prove how 
sorry we are for our sins. 
 
Last Wednesday we celebrated Ash Wednesday with a 
Mass.  We received the ashes on our foreheads to 
symbolise our repentance and our belief in the Gospel.  
 

Izzy Gardner (Student Journalist) 
 

 

Our M.V.P.’s: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 & 5:  
Sebastian Drake, Jessica Dorbu, Norah Bartlett,  

Jose McCarthy, Marcello Mudu, Dillon Cate, Oliver Hurrell,  
Hannah Nelson, Alexander Fullerton-Smith,  
Sebastian Palmer-Roache, Maddison Nally,  

Grayson Millward, Harvey Simons,  
Tina Langton-Fidow, Lottie Walker, Azalea Nuntoon-Tupou 



GENTLE REMINDERS: 
 

Important Dates 
Kahui Ako Conference - Wednesday 11 March  
                                              - School closes at 1pm 
Mufti Day - Thursday 12 March  
                           - raising money for ‘Light it up Orange’ 
Assembly (Chavoin) - Friday 13 March at 2:15pm 
Parent Interviews - Tuesday 17 & Wednesday 18 March 
ICS Softball - Thursday 26 March at Cox’s Bay Reserve 
Assembly (Bernard) - Friday 27 March at 2:15pm 
BOT Meeting - Tuesday 31 March at 6:30pm 
 

Recommendation from Ministry of Health: 
All members of our community (staff and students) are 
to stay home if they are unwell.  A recommendation 
from the DHB is that people exhibiting - fever, runny 
noses, coughs and sneezes are not to attend school. 
Please ensure you abide by these recommendations for 
the health and safety of our whole community.  
 

Enrolments at Marist Catholic School: 
Thank you to all those families who have filled out 
enrolment forms for siblings of current students. This is 
also a gentle reminder to do so, if you haven’t already 
done this.  
 

We also appreciate the support of our school families in 
recommending Marist Catholic School to their friends 
and whānau. 

Cleary’s Assembly: 

 

Cleary started week five’s assembly with a lovely 
prayer. They told a descriptive story about how Jesus 
journeyed and fasted in the Judaean desert for forty 
days which is why Lent is 40 days. Some of the children 
stood up and told us what they’re giving up for Lent - 
like giving up candy and sweets or trying to be more 
positive towards others. They even gave us time to 
reflect on some things that we could do for others, 
followed by the wonderful song ‘Turn Back to God’. 
 

In Cleary, they have been working on poems describing 
who they are and had illustrated them with pictures of 
themselves.  They also sang a beautiful Waiata and 
danced to some Maori songs. You could see that the 
parents were proud and entertained.  
 

It was time for the awards.  We, of course, had many 
deserving MVP winners this week for kids right across 
the school. Check out the photo to see who the winners 
for week four/five are.  The house captains announced 
the winning house as Cana for this week.  
 

Clearly finished off the assembly with the ‘Walking Out 
the Door’ song before the students enjoyed Frozen 
Friday. 

Molly Campbell (Student Journalist) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marist Cycling Club: 
 

We had so much fun 
last week at our first 
Cycling Club meet. 
 

We get to go around 
Herne Bay/Grey Lynn 
and the cycling tracks at 
Grey Lynn Park. 
 

We ensured that we 
were safe by wearing 

neon vests and cycle helmet.  Our parent helpers (Chris 
and Suzie Drake) gave us a talk at the beginning 
making sure we knew all the correct signals for turning 
and slowing down. 
 

The focus last week for the session was learning how to 
go down big hills safely - break and lean backwards. 
We are really looking forward to our next sessions in the 
coming weeks. 

Tim McIntyre (Student Journalist) 

ICS Cricket Tournament: 
Our two Marist cricket teams represented the school at 
the ICS Cricket Tournament on Thursday 27th 
February.  Both teams performed really well and 
displayed the Marist RICH values excellently. 
 

Our A team did extremely well by placing 5th out of 12 
schools and 24 teams. 
 

Well done to all the students who participated in the day 
and a big thank you to Mark Dowling for coaching the 
team and Mrs Menezes, Johnny Short and Jo Lloyd for 
managing and umpiring for us. 

Tim McIntyre (Student Journalist) 
 

 



 
 

                                                       Class Dojo:  
This year at Marist we have class blogs in Bernard, Cleary and 
Chavoin.  We are wanting our parents to know more about what 
and how their children are learning and also have a space where 
communication around learning can be done easily.  
 
Class Dojo is a place where teachers can share the learning that 
is occuring in the classroom so whanau can know what the 
children are doing.  We have nearly all the parents signed up to 
be up to date with all the learning occurring in those classrooms. 
 
We also have individual blogs for our Year 5 and 6 students so 
they can share their individual learning with their parents.  The 
students are very engaged with their sharing and love it when 
their parents or family leave them comments.  

Gardening Club: 
 

 
 

We had our first meeting of the Gardening Club today. 
Almost 30 children were interested so we will take turns 
to have a go each week. Today we weeded the garden 
near the library and had it looking tidy once more! 

 

 

Get, Set, Go! Programme: 
 

 
Our Year 0-4 students have been participating in the 
‘Get, Set, Go!’ programme as part of their physical 

education.  
 

This is facilitated through NZ Sport and focuses on 
learning the basic skills for athletics. 

 
All our students have thoroughly enjoyed the sessions 
for the past two weeks and are looking forward to the 

last two sessions over the coming weeks. 

 
They have looked at the way to start a running race, 

doing hurdles and jumping.  
 



PTA corner: 
Kia ora e te whanau ō Marist! Lovely to see you all at 
the school mass and bbq. 2020 has started with a 
bang! 
 

As you’ll know our fundraising efforts this year are 
going towards a shade sail to go over the turf. 
Together we need to raise $50,000 so the order can go 
ahead. 
Big thanks to some generous DOMs for pledging 
$10,000 at the annual DOMs night. With $40,000 still 
to raise please lock in August 7th for our major 
fundraiser ‘Shady Nights’. 
If you would like to contribute via direct donation you 
can do that by depositing your donation to the school 
bank account 12-3019-0483173-00 Reference: shade 
sail. The office can then issue you a receipt for your 
tax return purposes. 
 

We’ve got a whole line up of school community events 
coming, we look forward to seeing you there! 
 

Family Fun Day - 4th April on the field at 2pm 
School Disco - May 15th at 5pm 

Shady Nights - August 7th at 7pm 
School Art Night - TBC August 

 

Nga mihi nui 
Racheal  (PTA Chair) 

Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
We continue to monitor the situation 
surrounding the Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) 
very carefully and follow the communications 
coming from the Ministry of Education and the 
Ministry of Health. We would like to reinforce 
the following messages:  

● There has only been one positive 
diagnosis of coronavirus in New 
Zealand.  

● We are reinforcing the hygiene practices 
in our community and continuing to 
ensure cleaning and care of our learning 
environment  

● You can ring Healthline (for free) on the 
new dedicated 0800 number specifically 
for health-related calls about 
coronavirus 0800 358 5453 at any time. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Miss Gleeson 
if you would like to discuss anything to do with 
Novel coronavirus (COVID-19).  

 

 
 

 

 
 

We will be starting 
this programme in 

Term 2 with an 
after school class.  

 
Thank you to those 
who have shown 

an interest. 
 

 If you you wish to 
enrol in this 

programme please 
go to …. 

http://www.shine.school.nz/enrol-marist-school  
 

SACRED HEART PARISH 
16 VERMONT STREET, PONSONBY 
Sunday: 10.30am (includes children's liturgy) 
Vigil: 5pm Saturday 
Monday to Thursday: 8.00am 
Friday: 12.00noon 
Saturday and Public Holidays: 8.00am 

 

Confessions: 
Friday: 11:30am to 11:55am 
Saturday: 4:15pm to 4:45pm 

 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL 
HELP PARISH 
82 KELMARNA AVE, HERNE 
BAY 
Sunday: 8.30am 
Monday-Saturday: 7.00am 

 

http://www.shine.school.nz/enrol-marist-school

