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          Marist Catholic School Herne Bay News   

                      Issue 3, Term 2, 13th June  2018 
  

                                   Our Charism  

As Marists, we think, judge, feel and act in the way of Mary  

Our Mission  

Quality  learning opport unities, with Jesus Christ as our guide  

 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to our third newsletter of Term 2. 

Sunday was the 10th Sunday of ordinary time in the Churches calendar. In 
the gospel reading we heard how the Scribes revealed their malice against 
Jesus by falsely accusing Him of being possessed, which Jesus points out is 
a sin against the Holy Spirit. A lesson for us from this is that we must always 
be aware of times when we step outside the parameters of what we are 
called to be as Catholics and when we do, ensure we are not self-righteous 
and unwilling to listen like the Scribes were in Sundays Gospel. We are 
called on to be humble enough to change when we realise we were wrong 
in our actions. The scribes were not open to change and this is the worst 
part of their sin against the Holy Spirit.  
 

We have had a very busy and exciting three weeks since our last 

newsletter and I have the pleasure of sharing these events with you in our newsletter. 

Te Reo - Farewell to Whaea Maire, Welcome Whaea Mel  

On Thursday 24th May we bid farewell to our much loved Te Reo Tutor Whaea Maire. Maire has worked with us every 

Thursday for over a year, bringing Te Reo Maori lessons into each class. With her passion and commitment, our 

children have flourished in their knowledge, 

enjoyment and understanding of Te Reo. Grant did 

a wonderful job of sharing his pepeha and leading 

the school in prayer. We shared our school song Ka 

Waiata with Whaea Maire, and presented her with 

a farewell card from each whanau group. Jo, our 

school leader thanked her on the school. 

s behalf for her wonderful work and expressed how 

much we will miss her.  

The following week we were fortunate to welcome Whaea Mel Davis, a very experienced Te Reo tutor who also comes 

to us through the Tuatahi Trust. Mel is a dynamic tutor with a love of music. She is continuing with the fabulous work 

that Whaea Maire began and is fitting into our wonderful learning community so well.  

MCSHB School Disco 

Friday 25th May saw our much 

anticipated annual school disco go off 

with a bang! The event was well 

attended by both children and adults, 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƻƴƭȅΩ ƘŀǾŜƴ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ 

the library proving a big hit with many 

of the grown-ups! 

Lord,   
when I  fail  to do the right  thing , 
help me to be open to seeing my 
error.    
 

Help me to always  remain  
humble and make me willing  to 
change.   
 

I  love You dear Lord.   Help me to 
love all  Your people with  a sincere 
and humble heart.   Jesus, I  trust  
in  You.  
Amen. 
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The hall looked incredible on the night thanks to Ton Van der Veer with bright 

wall hangings, loads of tinsel, disco balls, lanterns and a spectacular light wall. 

The children were entertained by the fabulous DJ, with many a hot-child 

boogying the night away. There was plenty of amazing baking, food and drink 

on offer, so the children were well fed and full of energy. This energy was easy 

to see, particularly as many of the children were lit up with fun glow sticks, 

shining rings, necklaces and glasses as they jumped around. The view from the 

library, where mums and dads snacked on pizza and enjoyed a beautiful Soho 

wine, down onto the hall entrance was as far as some parents 

dared to tread until the dancing was over!! This event could not 

have been possible without the amazing PTA who put the night 

together. Special thanks to Kath Dyer and the PTA team of helpers 

who contributed to the setup, sent in baking and organised food, 

sold this and the glowing treats on the night as well as those who 

were on security and packed up afterwards ς many hands make 

light work and to those that helped out, we are very grateful.  

 

Samoan Language Week  

Over the week of Monday 28th May we celebrated Samoan 

Language Week. The theme for the week was Alofa Atu Nei, Alofa 

Mai Taeao, Kindness Given, Kindness Gained. We were privileged 

to have the leadership of Olevia Barron-Afeaki and India Nash 

across the week. These two wonderful girls led prayer 

throughout the week, starting with our Monday morning 

assembly as well as in classes through the week. They taught the 

school a Sasa which we all performed at assembly on Friday. 

They also initiated the creation of Hub Tapa 

cloths with each child contributing a piece to 

the overall design, drawing and creating a 

square that reflected their culture, which 

when pieced together looked fabulous. At 

assembly on Friday, along with the girls 

leading prayer in Samoan, and the school 

performing the Sasa that Olevia and Indy 

taught throughout the week, the ukulele 

group performed [Ŝ ΨŀǳǘŜ for the school. The 

staff were very fortunate to be treated with a 

beautiful Samoan lunch thanks to our Samoan 

parent community ς Olevia and India said 

grace for us before we began. I would like to 

thank Bernice Mene and the Samoan parents 

who went to so much effort to create a 

beautiful lunch for our staff.  
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Inner City Schools Cross Country 

On Thursday 31st May our team of Year 5 and 6 

Cross Country runners represented MCSHB at the 

Inner City Cross Country competition. The 

competition on the day was fierce with our team 

competing to the best of their ability. Our school 

was part of the organisation of the day alongside 

Grey Lynn School with great thanks to Sharon 

Menezes on the day for her skills on the starting 

line and to our parent helpers who helped out at 

the recording table and with marshalling. To those 

who transported our team to and from, we are also 

very grateful.  

 

Year 5 and 6 Camp 

Last week, our Year 5 and 6 students bussed then ferried out to 

Kawau Island to Camp Bentzon for 4 days and 3 nights. The 

weather was kind enough on the whole, reminding us that it is 

winter on Wednesday with a rainy day, but also providing us 

with beautiful calm 

sunny weather to 

get stuck into our 

camp activities on 

the other days that 

we were there. The children engaged in 

incredible activities which both challenged 

them and provided them with the 

opportunity to push themselves out of their 

comfort zone and experience the thrill of 

conquering a tough challenge. They were also 

challenged collectively, learning to work 
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together and often with students they 

ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻ complete 

challenging tasks. 

Our children went hiking, sailing, kayaking, 

stand up paddle boarding, were challenged 

with archery, raft building, a confidence 

course, photography, jumping off the wharf, 

getting the perfect toast on a marshmallow 

over an open fire,  tug of war and they 

entertained themselves and each other with 

tribe chants, a quiz night, and a camp concert. 

This life shaping experience could not be 

possible without the 15 

incredible parents who 

came out to camp with us 

and helped to run the 

activities, encourage the 

children, kept the chores 

roster happening, and 

serving then cleaning up so 

much delicious food ς to 

those parents who were 

able to come along to 

support us we are truly 

grateful. Mrs Faulkner, 

Mrs Rahimi and Mrs 

Bartlett also worked 

tirelessly for the four days 

to ensure that the camp 

ran smoothly. We are also 

grateful to Jo Simpkins who 

purchased the morning and 

afternoon tea, cleaning 

products, toilet paper etc 

with the money that was 

fundraised for the camp ς 

thanks Jo! And of course 

this entire event could not 

have been possible without 

the incredible organisation 

skills of Adrienne Faulkner 

who did such a fabulous job 

of arranging the camp, organising the 

tribe, activities and sleeping 

arrangements, getting the kit needed, 

booking the busses and ferry etŎΧ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎt 

just goes on! With her phenomenal 

energy and passion our camp was a huge 

success ς thanks Adrienne! 


